
M.Y.A. CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS VANE “A” & “RA” CLASS 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
Hosted by 

FLEETWOOD MODEL YACHT & POWER BOAT CLUB 
JULY 30th –  AUGUST 7th 2011 

 
From: The Regatta Secretary       Peter Whiteside, 
e-mail: peterwhiteside@talktalk.net     7, Princes Way, 
Tel: 01253 778219       Fleetwood, 

       Lancs. FY7 8PG  
         5th April 2011 
Dear “A” Class Enthusiast, 
 
As part of the 2011 MYA Centenary Celebrations, the Fleetwood Club is proud to be 
hosting the vane “A” Nationals immediately followed by the “RA” Nationals, to give 
a total of nine days racing of spectacular International “A” Class yachts. This year is 
also very important for the town of Fleetwood, as it is 175 years since the construction 
of the town began from a green field site. 
 
On behalf of Fleetwood MY&PBC, I have pleasure in sending you initial information 
about the above events and sincerely hope you will be able to join us once again for 
another celebration of the wonderful “A” Class yacht, in both vane and radio formats.  
 
MYA Vane “A” Class National Championship 
This year’s event will be the 38th occasion that the MYA Vane “A” Class National 
Championship is being hosted at Fleetwood. The lake will be available for sailing 
practice on Friday 29th July, with the Clubhouse open from 9-00 am to 6-00 pm for 
setting up and berthing the yachts. Saturday morning 30th July will be used for 
registration, measurement checks and sailing practice. Racing for the National 
Championship will commence at 1-00 pm this day. The event will continue all day 
Sunday 31st July and Monday 1st August, followed by Wednesday morning 3rd August 
and finally all day Thursday 4th August.  
 
The Y.M. Cup competition will be allocated all day Tuesday 2nd August and will 
allow skippers, who wish only to sail in that competition and not in the actual 
championship, to join in with the main fleet. The race format, as revised in 2006, will 
again be repeated, whereby the YM Cup fleet is divided into probably 4 small fleets 
with small fleet members racing against each other in turn. The top 8 yachts then sail 
a knockout competition to determine the YM Cup winner.  
 
To encourage anyone wishing to sail a “vintage” “A” Class in the main Championship 
event, the “Vintage Cup”, also introduced in 2006, will be awarded to the highest 
scoring “vintage” boat. The definition of an eligible “vintage” boat will again be any 
“A” Class yacht holding a current rating certificate, designed, but not necessarily 
built, prior to circa 1970, the principle restriction being to exclude fin and bulb keels.  
 
The Race Committee have decided to run the event at a comfortable pace and will 
decide a finishing time for each day, once the final entry is known. This year it is not 
intended to break the National Championship fleet down into small units, it has been 



decided to have the full fleet out at all times. However, there will be some time off for 
competitors on the Tuesday, once the knockout stage of the YM Cup is reached and 
also on Wednesday afternoon for those not wishing to take part in the Round The 
World “RA” race (see later). 
 
For those who would like to participate in the race but do not have a vane “A” yacht, 
it may be possible to borrow one or offer to act as mate for someone, as vane sailing 
requires 2 or more people per yacht. Derek Priestley or Robert Walsh may be able to 
source a yacht for you. 
   
Eric Watkinson has kindly offered to be Principal Race Officer. Any further offers of 
help with starting, scoring and umpire duties will be gratefully accepted, even if just 
for the odd half day.    
   
The race entry fee will be £30-00 per yacht, which includes entry into the Yachting 
Monthly Cup event. Skippers wishing to enter the Yachting Monthly Cup event only 
and not the Championship will pay the reduced entry fee of £5-00.       
 
Round The World “RA” Race 
This event was run several times in the 1990’s and is to be incorporated in our 
Centenary Celebrations Programme. As in the past it is intended to sail this event on 
the Boating Lake rather than the Model Yacht Lake. The event is to be held towards 
the end of the Vane “A” Championship, on the afternoon of Wednesday 3rd August. It 
is hoped that some “RA” skippers will therefore arrive early and want to be involved 
in vane sailing, in the “A” Championship or perhaps just the YM Cup. Any “RA” 
skippers arriving early will be able to store their yachts in the Clubhouse.  
 
Conversely, it is hoped that some of the Vane “A” skippers will participate in “RA” 
racing, in the Championship or the Round The World event or both. There are one or 
two yachts in the current “A” Class fleet that are equipped and measured to sail as 
either vane or radio yachts. Wouldn’t it be great if they sailed in both formats during 
the festival?  
 
Those taking part in previous Round the World events have found it beneficial to have 
two skippers per yacht; one on each side of the Boating Lake, as distances involved 
for adequate sighting of the yachts are considerable, not to mention the island in the 
middle! Skippers wishing to take part in the event but without an “RA” of their own 
may be able to borrow one, so talk to Rob Walsh or Derek Priestley, or team up with a 
skipper who has a yacht and needs extra help.  
 
Entry fee for Round the World race is £5-00 per yacht. Prizes will be awarded.      
 
MYA “RA” Class National Championship 
This event will run from Friday 5th to Sunday 7th August inclusive. Andy Kissick has 
kindly agreed to be Principal Race Officer and Adam Kissick the Scorer. Offers of 
help to fill other positions such as Observer’s Secretary will be appreciated.   
 
Entry fee for the “RA” Nationals is £22-50. 
 



Other Information 
1. The Regatta Committee is currently working on a Social Programme for the full 9 
days of racing and further information will be sent to you shortly. This year the Prize 
Presentation Dinner for the Vane “A” event will be held on Thursday evening, 4th 
August and will be open to all skippers, mates, families and spectators of both “A” 
and “RA” fleets.   
 
2. The closing date for entries to all above events, vane and R/C is 16th July 2011. All 
entries to be sent to:  
Rob Walsh, 23, The Corners, Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 1LG     
Mobile: 07766 175056,  email: robwalsh25@sky.com 
 
3. There is no charge for car parking at the lakeside car park or on the Promenade. All 
on-road parking in Fleetwood is free, but there are time restrictions in parts of the 
town centre. 
 
4. We have recently installed a toilet cubicle in the Clubhouse and options for 
supplementing this are being considered. There are public toilets located at the 
Cemetery on Beach Road, close to the West end of the Model Yachting Lake.            
 
5. I enclose a list of some of the Holiday Accommodation available in close vicinity 
of the lake and a few notes on places of interest, etc. in the area. 
  
If anyone has any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact either myself, 
contact details at the top of this note, or  
Robert Walsh (07766 175056, e-mail robertwalsh25@sky.com), or  
Derek Priestley (01253 779764, e-mail yottyderek@tiscali.co.uk ).  
We hope you will be able to attend this year’s event, as skipper, mate, official or 
spectator, and look forward to your company. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Peter Whiteside 
 

Regatta Secretary 
 
      


