
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Have Van - Will Travel - Part V 

 
PRACC 11: this event was in doubt owing to the unwelcome presence of some kind 
of algae, thanks to the good working relationship between Gosport MY & PBC and 
Gosport Council tests were carried out to evaluate the condition of the water, 
permission was given for the event to go ahead on the proviso that competitors were 
made aware of the situation and were given the necessary means to safeguard 
themselves, well done to Robert and Co for sorting this situation. 
 
Gosport always attracts a good entry, in this case 24.  For us Islanders Gosport is a 
‘day trip’ although it is a little annoying to go into Portsmouth, look across to Gosport 
and realise that Walpole Park would be a 10 minutes walk, not a 25 minute drive! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This time the motorhome show was modest, 7 vans in all, all parked as close to the 
lake as was possible, very useful for tea breaks etc, not to mention 45 minutes for 
lunch!  Thank you Robert.  The event was what I call a friendly one, a little bit of 
‘discussion’ about RRS but a lot of good natured banter.  Well done to Colin Trower 

Another excellent turnout for the 
penultimate round of the 2010 PRACC 



and Dave Andrews for such a close finish.  Many thanks go to Robert and the 
Gosport team for overcoming all the problems and giving us an enjoyable event. 
 
A quick look in the book, what time is the ferry?  Ok, we can make that - why is it 
when traffic lights are at red there seem far more of them than when we drove 
down?  Yes, you’ve guessed it - we missed the ferry by a few seconds, the stern 
ramp was closing as we parked in the lane for loading.  The next one was in 1 hour’s 
time - no printable comment!  The only good part was watching all the Classic Cars 
returning from the Island, sadly though a large number I had driven in my time, I 
began to feel quite old! 
 
A final thought while waiting for the boat, ‘Come on Mr Utley, 11 down only 1 to go, 
you can do it’. 
 
As there was now some weeks until the final PRACC event at Hampton Court 
instead of Poole we decided a holiday was needed with for once no boats!  
Campsites are much cheaper in October as quite a few closed at the end of the 
month until Easter.  So we wandered up to Malvern area in Worcestershire to visit 
friends and potter around the area as Lynne used to live in Ledbury the other side of 
the Malvern Hills.  We enjoyed 5 days of good weather although rain at night but we 
kept having this worrying feeling of what we had left behind as the ‘overhead’ was so 
empty with no boats in it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRACC 12: it all seems a long time ago when we were looking at the water at 
Hampton Court, I say looking at - perhaps looking for would be more accurate, we 
were confronted by a picturesque low-lying fog - Lynne made use of this for her 2010 
Christmas cards!  By sailing time all became clear and Hampton Court club race 
team called us all to order, an entry list of 24 was an encouraging number for a final 
event.  Perhaps the fact that not only was it number 12 in the series but Hampton 
Court had kindly allowed the event to also be their St George’s Trophy, so could 
someone do ‘the double’?  After a day of very competitive racing Peter Wiles won 

Early morning on the Rick Pond; surely a sign that the 2010 
season is coming to a close. 



the St George’s Trophy.  Derek Priestley won the PRACC overall by one point from 
Peter Wiles well done to both. 
 
As far as a motor home show was concerned this was a more modest affair, quite a 
few vans were away on other duties!  There is a rumour that Mr Utley’s van is 
somewhat relieved now the PRACC is over.  Perhaps Richard, you should quietly 
mention that PRACC 2011 starts in March, well done for achieving your aim of 
winning the Gerry Grey Trophy. 
 
Best wishes to you all for the New Year and hopefully see you again at Hampton 
Court on 20th March 2011. 
 
 
Clive and Lynne - part time nomads 
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