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Manor Park the Nationals: an unknown entity for the RA’s but from the steady flow of 
information coming out from MPSC we were beginning to realise that this was going 
to be organised to the last detail.  Motorhomes were permitted the use of the Club’s 
car park overnight, there were some tents in use as well, even a large estate car 
used by an overseas competitor.  The bonus for camping at the Club was the option 
of a full English breakfast courtesy of their Rear Commodore, thanks Dave! 
 
 
Once again we did a dry run on the Friday, no problem, there were ‘RA National 
Championship’ signs at the important road junctions no need for the Sat Navs this 
time!  Three days of racing, three days of different conditions, three fleets meant a 
break for everyone, lunch breaks were included, bacon butties were going out the 
door at an unbelievable rate, there was no way anyone was going to starve.  Then, 
when you had put your boat away for the day, guess what, more food!  There was an 
area given over for the re-charging of batteries, nothing had been forgotten. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 Radio A Class Nationals or Radio A Camping Club? 



 
Everyone needed to use their waterproofs for part of one day, after that the sun came 
out but the wind disappeared, ah well you can’t have everything.  I think it safe to 
say, all 33 competitors had a really enjoyable 3-day event.  I heard afterwards it was 
a year in the planning, it showed wherever you looked, very well done and many 
thanks. 
 
Having looked at the yearbook and realised we had back-to-back events we had 
decided to make it into a short break, so where to go and what to see.  We based 
ourselves at Cannock Chase, about 15 minutes from MPSC.  This was also ideal for 
the places we had targeted, namely Lichfield both town and Cathedral.  I was 
amazed at the number of cafes per square mile in the town of Lichfield, does no-one 
have a cooker at home?  The Cathedral was impressive and far older than I was 
expecting.  We also gave a whole day to working on the boats in the campsite and 
being on holiday indulged in smoked salmon etc for lunch.  The weather allowed us 
to BBQ every night, I say BBQ, but really it is an electric griddle.  I know its cheating 
but at least I can’t set fire to the campsite.  The Nichols’ were at the same site, an 
early evening drink to chat about the day seemed a good idea. 
 
We then went to Bristol to use Baltic Wharf campsite 30 minutes from Woodspring.  
On the Saturday we re-visited Tyntesfield, now our 3rd visit.  I think they must have 
cornered the market in scaffolding, the entire building was shrouded in it but still 
allowing access.  In the 2 years since our last visit much has been done, more rooms 
are now opened.  I think we will go again and next time try to explore the garden. 
 
Once again Woodspring conceded with the Bristol half marathon so we would need 
to leave the site by 4am before the road was closed!!!  We decided to go at 10pm on 
Saturday and park at the lake.  Now we know that ‘boy racers’ are about at all hours. 
 
Woodspring is reachable in the day for a lot of people, there was less of a 
motorhome show this time.  Very little wind to greet the 18 competitors but as ever 
the home club did its best to give us a good days racing, thank you Woodspring. 
 
On returning to our campsite we saw a caravan flying the Isle of Wight flag, Lynne 
suggested I go and talk to them, a good idea as it turned out.  The caravanners were 
there to take part in the half marathon, thanks to their athletics programme we now 
know the date for the 2011 event - 11 September.  Hopefully Woodspring will be on a 
different date!  We then wandered back to Lymington via PJ Sails for various 
replacement bits and Waitrose for food.  It then took the next day to empty the van, 
wash boats etc and all those other jobs one has to do after a holiday! 
 
Clive and Lynne - part time nomads 
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