
PRACC 5 West Kirby – A competitor’s view 

 

Well I say competitor’s view, the way I sailed it would be better to say no more than a participant’s 
view.  That is absolutely no reflection on the race team to whom a huge thank you should be given. 

 

The forecast was for a steady breeze between 4 and 6 knots anticipated to increase to 7-11 around 
midday. 

 

Having heard about the legendary hospitality 
of West Kirby, I was beginning to wonder if 
this was what was to be expected, but that 
was really for full sizers of course.   

Although as the next picture shows, Jeff 
added to his OOD responsibilities! 

 

Competitors gathered for Jeff’s briefing. 

 

 

 



Racing got under way but by the end of the second heat, what little breeze there had been dropped 
off.  Whilst it made for some pretty pictures, sailing in such light airs really exposed those of us who 
struggle in such conditions.  Even if you know you find such conditions difficult but you opt to try and 
follow some of the more experienced skippers as they will surely indicate the best side of the course 
to be followed, no disrespect to them but if the likes of Derek and Brad go off in different directions, 
what hope have I got of getting it right! 

 

This picture makes it look even breezier than it was and Jeff quite rightly temporarily suspended 
sailing as we waited for some wind to come up.  Eventually the sea breeze started to come into play 
which also resulted in Trevor having to relay the course marks. 

 

If what was to come could be described as 7-11 under a cloudy sky, then who’d be a meteorologist? 

 

We had a series of good races, well behaved, and from a personal perspective starting to get some 
consistency.  I should add at this stage that I had joined some of the skippers at Birkenhead on the 
Saturday afternoon.  Brad, who had sailed my boat to 2nd place in last year’s Nationals commented 
that it was such a good steady boat that I really ought to be able to achieve a top 6 finishing position, 
the caveat being that I had to trim it and sail it well.  It went well at Birkenhead and despite my 
abysmal efforts in the very light air to start with, I felt that I was improving.  The picture above gives an 
indication of the fine weather clothing appropriate at the time. 

 



Given that we lost some time in the morning, the sensible decision was taken to keep racing once the 
breeze came in accepting that this meant a slightly later than originally scheduled lunch break.  Even 
then there was still no real sign of what was to come. 

 

It seemed quite sudden that the breeze really picked up and the cloud cover indicated that there was 
some pretty inclement weather coming over from North Wales.  Sure enough it did, some brave souls 
stuck with top suit but most changed down to second with one or two looking even slightly lower 
canvassed than that. 

 

Conditions quite quickly deteriorated.  Spectators braving the prom illustrate how wet weather gear 
soon became essential. 

 

Conditions really started to take their toll.  What had been a 14 boat event pretty soon became one of 
about 8 or 9. 

 

Well, it just got wetter and windier.  Yes in the next picture you can see the result as Paul’s main 
takes on the attitude of his jib! 

 

 

 

 



 

We braved it through until the final heat and finished just after 3.30  Wet was an understatement, but 
let’s not lose sight of the fact that the race team had to suffer it all themselves as well and did a 
fantastic job under the circumstances. 

Unfortunately, I was still trying to get some reasonably dry clothes on so missed the results and prize-
giving.  I am sure however that the skippers would agree that great thanks should go to Jeff and his 
team for putting on the event for us. 

Personally, the boat held up well, and the experience was most enjoyable.  The journey back to 
Gosport, well again that’s another matter, save to say that if anyone ever asks you to sign a petition to 
get the M56 and M6 improved, don’t just think it’s only a problem if you’re from Up North; Sign it! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Jeff Hill for being PRO, Vicky McNulty for scoring and Trevor and all at West Kirby SC for 
letting us use their superb facilities again. 

See you all at Bournville on the 27th of June. 

 

Report: John Smith- Venom 30 

Photos: Mrs Smith- From in the Van! (When it got wet) 

 

Editors Note: 

Unfortunately for Richard Uttley’s apprentices he sailed a very consistent event…. but keep reading as normal service will 
resume at Bournville I am sure.  

Although it should be noted that Brad Gibson missed the last 4 races (60 pts) and still beat both Richard and Darin! 

 

 


