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Take 19 boats, four of which 
are brand new, add 19 crews 
three quarters of which are 
World, European or National 
champions. One look at the 
entry list would tell you that 
this event would be won only by 
the best.

The event was run over six days, 
one of those days given over to the 
Yachting Monthly Cup. Free sailing is 
match racing, each skipper sailing each 
other on a progressive basis until it’s 
done and then you do it all over again. 
Unlike round the buoy racing where 
the lowest score is the objective, 
free sailing collects scores; there 
are no points for coming second in 
the individual heats. It’s win or lose, 
without compromise. 

The Mayor of Gosport opened 
the event and it was clear after Day 
1 it was going to be a very close run 
thing between any one of eight boats, 
22U2 just on top from Torchlight, 
Sgt Pepper and Dilligaf sharing a very 
close third place. The rest of the fl eet 
was content with carving one another 
up.  On Day 2, we spent half a day 
fl eet sailing and saw Dilligaf pulling out 
a slight lead from Torchlight, 22U2 
was now third and Bluenote was 
making a break from the following 
pack. Day 3 had what can only be 
described as awful weather and was 
again half fl eet sailing and another 
carve up. Day 4 is dreaded Thursday; 
this is the day that normally has to be 
endured particularly if things are not 
going to plan. So, a hard day but 22U2 
was now starting to edge way from 
Torchlight, particularly in the light airs 
and the pack was still battering one 
another. And so to the fi nal day Friday, 
the top two kept their acts going 
ahead of the pack but Evolution was 
making a show, Dilligaf was hanging on 
in there and so was Weightwatcher, 
This and Sgt Pepper were also making 
a push for line honours wrapping up 
the fi nishing order. Off to the Dinner 
we go for trophies, and grog, not 
necessarily in that order. That was a 

good “do” too.
Alex Austin and Chris Harris’s 

were joint skippers of 22U2 To put 
their success into perspective this 
was the tenth time Alex had won 
the event from 25 starts. What a 
remarkable achievement, and that’s 
not to belittle the achievements of 
the others. 

The Yachting 
Monthly Cup

Wednesday saw the running of 
the Yachting Monthly Cup. This is an 
event within the event and is part 
round robin leading to an eight boat 
knock-out to a winner. The star upset 
of the fi rst knockout round was 
Pandora beating 22U2. The fi nal was 
contested by St Pepper and Razor, 
both brand spanking new boats at the 
lighter end of the A boat spectrum 
and in the end Razor came out on 
top. Exiting stuff and it was good 
to see so many skippers and crew 
staying on to see the climax. 

As Race Offi cer my appreciation 
goes to the team that I had around 
me, to Gosport for hosting a cracking 
event and fi nally to the competitors 
who sailed superbly, in a spirit of fi ne 
sportsmanship. The last words go 
to the youngster who received the 
Dennis Lippet Trophy for the young 
one making the most contribution to 
the event. That youngster was Sammy 
Austin, who is 9 and was sailing with 
Roger Cole. They sailed Nordlys, 
which is a  56lb Moonraker from the 
50’s designed by Admiral Turner. 
It came last but it was capable of 
worrying many a good skipper. Sam’s 
words were “I have learned a lot this 
week” Those words sum up for me 
why this event is so special. 

This year was the 76th running of 
what is the premier yachting event, 
an event with a  long tradition which 
looks as if it will be maintained for 
the foreseeable future. What of the 
future? If you had asked me that 
question eight years ago I would have 
muttered of gloom and despondency. 

Now I am much more upbeat, free 
sailing has re-established itself. It 
has stabilised to three classes and 
it’s on the up, the competition has 
always has been good and now it’s 
intense. New boats and skippers are 
populating all fl eets and there are 
more races. 

It has been my privilege and 
pleasure to act as Race Offi cer for 
the last three events at Gosport. To 
all those who wrote words for me 
throughout the week, sorry I could 
couldn’t include it all, but I couldn’t 
have written this without you. Thanks.
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