
The “FORBES TROPHY” 
 

The FORBES Trophy is the one we all aspire to win when we enter the RA National 
Championships.  Currently awarded to the winning skipper at the Radio A National 
Championships it was not always so.  The Forbes Trophy was originally presented by Mr. 
Alan Forbes of Boston USA to promote open water racing in 1931.  It continued in this 
role with this role until it was allocated to radio controlled yachts in 1960. 
 
It is interesting to reflect on how it was sailed prior to 1960.  In 1949 the race was held on 
Lake Windermere and I include an extract from the November issue of the magazine  
MODEL SHIPS AND POWERBOATS: 
 
“Racing for this trophy was held at Lake Windermere on Sunday 14th August.  A nice full 
suit breeze was blowing, and with the sunshine, an ideal setting was provided for the 
event.  Two courses were sailed totalling 6½ miles.  Vic, the French entry got fouled 
amongst some weeds and had to retire.  The skippers are to be congratulated on a grand 
show.  The times were remarkably close, the winner being MIST (S.Croft, Great Britain), 
101 minutes, 58 seconds.  Second, REVANCHE (Kai Ipsen, Denmark) 103 minutes and 
third, RANGER (A.Ballantyne USA) 103minutes, 10 seconds” 
 
A further extract from another contemporary magazine says that: 
 
“The racing was in two parts: firstly over a triangular course and secondly over a 
straight course to windward and back.  The yachts being handled from skiffs by their 
skippers single handed… .” 
 
I can only take my hat off to the skippers of the day, it all sounds pretty skillful and 
definitely for the fittest - 6½ miles in 101 minutes in a rowing boat all the time having to 
chase after you’re “A” boat on Lake Windermere!  I think we have it pretty easy since the 
advent of radio. 
 
“Mist” the winning boat of the day was acquired by Martin Bandey in 2000 and was 
being restored to its former glory 
 
David Munro    


